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A BRIEF REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OP WORK 

UP TO 15->9.r1955b 


Before the annoiincement of the Board it will be 
recollected that several atteri^ts were made by the Education 
Ministry for an attempt at compiling a History of tne 
Freedom Movement in Indiaij. From the files of that Ministry 
now passed on to the Board, it appears that various instit¬ 
utions, organisations and individuals were approached to 
help the Government in the collection of relevant materials# 
But it seems that no response worth mention was forthcoming 
at that time* 

In order to appreciate the progress of work made,it is 
necessary that the Board*s plan for the collection of mater¬ 
ials is properly stressed. It is to be noted that the Board 
has decided that the Freedom Movement taken as an integrated 
whole, can be vlev/ed and analysed in three distinctive pifflees* 

a) ResisTiance activities of the people of India against 
British rule in India established in different times and 
different places, leadin;^ up to the ^reat up-heaval of 1857 
when the then natural leaders of India combined themselves 
into a single command to overthrow the British Supermiacy 
once for all.Soon after 1857 this phase came to an end# 

b) The second phase may be said to have started from 1885 
when the Indian National Congress came into being and con¬ 
tinued up to 1919 Just before the advent of Gandhlji in 
Indian politics. 

c) The third phase can be taken to have commenced from 
1920 culminating in the transfer of power in August 1947, 
framing of the Constitution and the G^eat Election of 1952« 
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Collection of Materials» 


1) For the collection of materials, draft directive 
principles were enunciated and circulated to all 
members of the Board for their coments.In the meeting 
of the Board of Editors held on the 9th August 1953, 
these principles were discussed and adopted finally 
after some additions end alterations* For details 
Appendices ‘A* and may kindly be seen, fhey have' 
been circulated to all otate J-overnriem:s and otate 
Committees. Besides detailed Instructions have also 
been issued 8s to what specific assistance is expected 
from the Suate Committees vide Appendix *C** 

11) Complete collection of ell pre-1857 resistance 
activities' throughout India as could be found in all 
G-azetters has already been done. This work has been 
in charge of "Ir. R.-r.ilianna, Research Officer who is 

feESISTAhCE 

Activities . now worr.iir_, under the direction axid supervision of the 

Director, Dr. R.C .Iia3umdar* 
ill) Letters have been addressed to all regional 
members and also to different States to collect mater¬ 
ials published in local languages connected with the 
life and activities of the heroes of such resistance 
activities at different tiraes and also the bspoes of 
the 1857 movement, 

^4IHISTRY OP EDUCA ^?>j')Piles, books, pamphlets etc. which were collected by 

triQlT PILTlSl ^ 

the I'inis try of Education prior to the formation of 
this board from different Embassies and State Govts* 
have been passed on to the Board, Their number is largej 
and the matter is of considerable volume. After scru¬ 
tiny and study, these materials are now being categor¬ 
ised and sifted in a planned manner. Shrj. li.L.Srivssbva, 
Special Officer has been entrusted with this work whiclj 
is being carried out by him. He is now working under 
the guidance of liie Director* To give an idea of this 

item of work, a sample copy is attached (Appendix ’D* 

PTC 




PARTY. 


liiRI 


v) 517 pa^es of photostat copies relatin .3 to the 
trial of tne G-hadhar Party people by "Che jovernnent of 
U 4 S.A. in 1917 have oeen received frori San Rrsn cisco 
■chrou-ii our Consul-General there, 'Ir» Azim Russain. 

Dr. F.S.n.Rurti, public Felat^ions and Senior ^osesrch 
Officer is ±n charpe of tins worR and tlie naterials 
are beiny read, sifted and digested for use in the 
proposed Risuory and in this task te j-S ^ulded and 
advised by tne Director# 

vi) Sene rfiaaerials bee rj.np on tbe ^aPisbi ■^o'^’eirent 
in^ve been collected and noues have eilso been prepared 


tnereon. 

viij xncre ic a -'ia_e ccllecbicn c± 
considereo rele^Enc to the ^re-dori ''o^^^'Cit, lyinp the 


:Id files 






Cffice at ei 7 ..elhi. Arran-enents for studying 


:heri are in tro_i'e:s under the Director's ^uidance# 
viii) lost of tne naterials in the possessxon of Rajs 
hshendra x’ratrp(tiles, letters, nanescripts) nunbering 
seve.al t lousanc, have been exa^iincd ^nd „nporrant 
doejr'ents nave Lear, sifted, A conplete list has been 


A ./rLX.lu- D li* 


.xiiS dravan up lor farther study, 'ac:des,very valuable docu— 
nents of uie Rajs daheb which icere iiept j.r- trust luth 
Coiunt Sakai of Japan, nave been obt£ ined for ehe f card's 
use from Japan tx'jT’ou^h oar Anbassador there. In these 
docunonts tnere are se\>"ral on ina 1 letters sined and 


j c 't 

A w'' A 1L W ^ C*.A ^ .-4 


.f h- 




If SI^h-E. 


ShioH i 


sec-led cy tne Cnsncellor 5 of -je^itnan^ , 
nnistan c-.r— 1 _^ .uric »rr I, 

ix) uld printed books sn'^ court records relating to 
the activities of laba Jurdlt Sinyh(Kapia^: atairaru) have 
been collected, 

x) All pq 3 ers connected i ith Ihsgat 3in_h snd his 
comrades and the Lahore Conspiracy have been secui*ed', 

xi} Arrangements have been made to obtain the personal 


n Pi R SIRGH RALA, 


statements of Sardar Singh Rana and Dr,Jadu fopsl hukerji 
and several other Important revolutionary leaders. 




i/lR dayal. 


xil) Relatives of late Ear Dayal have been contacted 
to collect all possible infornation of the great revo¬ 
lutionary. 



j1jv« xr 
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xlil) Shri i:.iuRoy»s licat ions are bein^ 

collected. 

ziv) Report v^ritte i ty r# -jl^vin on .r» 

0 "''f£,irs has been secured fron hin through corresncr'^ence 
Ee has also sapnlied tne board wiih another book 
entiGled ”scholar Aypsy” which is full of very valuable 
infoiriailon and contains many inside stories of the 
Freedor^ ho^enient* both these publications have been 

studied bT Dr. B.S.E.Ilurti and he ha* nrenarea siio-t 

Pv. 

. c.c£ cn then, fhe _oard is in touch with ^.Elwin 


for fjrtrcr materials, 
xv) Concrete stons rave 

caithoi it' ' jVC treatise on 3 h 
tion ir UiO "^"wodon Ycver:ent 
of i o: dicherry is ;oil:ing or. 
the end of .ctohcr 1953 , t.ie 

i_ I X X 'T ^ ^ xL \jS. .0 LOT— u 0-L -_jd_LLC 


been taken to conpile an 
•1 Aurobindo*s contribu- 


in 

Indi 8 . 

Fx'^of. ^ 4 . itra 

it 

cn d : 1 

IS hoped that 

tr 

ce tise 

ill 1 3 couplete 


s . 


XVI } 


Aboi 


t uash 


;n 


C ■ 


o 


o o 


oa 




r 'X 


clr'^r cy 


:C Cj. veo 


cl-s uriitCxi at cot air by his 


J.h.ChattcrJee,rar-a.t-l£w, xihose na le 


friond 

IS itenticned 


in tnc Fowls ■*'t Co:n'li“tos ’ s "eport.- 
xvil) -arrigsrients have been nade for preparing s 
bibliography oC 1 usll > contrilut.cn ir rte Froedoii 'ove* 
i.ent. ic study ail relcrant r.aterials available with 
tne Janait-ul-hleriaj^i-Find, Delni, haulaiie hoharmad 
hisn has cn^a^ed hinsolf in this wci*k under tne 
direction of the Chairrnan, The haulana is tei. r assis¬ 
ted in his Work by hr. Jpuiil Ahned Chlsti, Sectional 
Assistsnt* 


Jr . ± • ^ • 
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3Cv1±±)Di’» R.N.Pairnu. oP -btie Nationai Arctilves Tor* 
I'irfaose ser*v±ces tlie G-ov 01 * 1111131 : 11 : or India h.as been 
aponoaclied vjill "be put in change of digesting all 
materials connected vjith the 1857 movepientj, which 
are in the cnstody of the National Archives .He has 
not yet been relieved of his duties to join the Board 
of Uditors* 

xix) Chairman himself over and above his normal 
work, IS i-ialrin^ special suady of eerodii Persian 
boohs• 

xx) Special activi-cies of the Director— The 
Director in addition to c^niding x;he activities of 
these officers in the Central Office has visited the 
Parliament Library, Central Secretariat Library and 
the National i-.rchives with a view to finding out 
relevant booP-s and materials which can be obteined 
in those places. He has already prepared his first 

Picjgraphy of toolrs and materials vjhlch he pxjposes 
"CO s npplement later on in different instalments .The 
Ptrst bibliography consists mainly of particulars 
of printed boohs with names of antbors^ Tn the 
office another list of important boohs on ^different 
phases of me ^’reedom . cv eri^exit 1 o i» c o^iSnl as t ion 
in the matter of compiling the pronosed History 
has been prepared. This list was drawn up on the 
basis of books obtainable in different Libraries 
of India. To facilitate work in ahe Hoard's Central 
^Pfice, some boohs have been purchased and it Is 
proposed to buy a few more during this year*The 
Director himself prepared a draft report, a cfl.py of 
which is enclosed herewith (Appendix * S ' ) .iloreover 
the Director is making a special study to prepare a 
complete sketch of History up to 18S4 by the end 
of March 1954.^ 


P*T.O 
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-a® Ke^lonal Ofrice and State Conmlttees ■ 

BSI^C-AL > i) Bengal 

^ In Calcutta, there are hundreds of volumes 

of weekly digest of all the papers wlilch were 
published from the very beginning of lihe Tritlsh 
Hule. These volumes n-ere prepared by the British 
government till about 1947, Under xhe direction of 
Dr, S.N.Sen, Regional I!ember-ln-chargej Shri 
P,K.Acharya», a life-long political sufferer who 
was educated in the Edinburgh University has been 
appointed to study these volumes and he iias already 
submitted his first report to Di'*, oen, ^Iso there 
are about 1500 files containing most; s iihentic end 
valuable infomation about Freedom !’'ovement from 
1901 1:0 19 47, Some of these files contain volumi¬ 
nous printed books covering 1000 or more pages,All 
these 1500 files ore secret and confidential 
documents. Dr, S. v.Sen and Brof.NoB.Roy of 
Santiniketan sir'e going throu^-h them to prepare a 
connected narrative. To _lve some idea of these 
records, an exbracc dei:ailing a few files T,Jith con¬ 
tents therein is enclosed herewlth(Apnendlx *F*), 
There is a large number of rare books in the 
G-oethal ^s Library Galcui;ta. To our know! edge, some 
of them are to be found nox-vhere in India and they 
relate to the 1857 movement. Un 'wt G t iTlG CL IL x* G C C 1OXX 
Dr, S.NoSen, Dr, P.C.lupts has been enarusied with 
the work of preparing a detailed bibliography of 
these volumes bearing on the 1857 movement. 

Some retired I,B.Officlals like Rai Bahadur 
Nallnl Ivanta Ilajumdar, Rai Bahadur Sashadhar 
Hajuradar, Hal Sahib Sashi Bhushan Ehattacharyya and 
a few others have been approached, A fex7 personal 
statements from such persons have be&n secured and 
a few more will be collected. 


P,T.O 




7 - 


BIHAR* (li) Blliar # 

Under the general direction of the Chairmanj 

Meiriber-in charge. Prof* K.K.Datta of the Patna-Univer- 
sity has been collecting materials from the Bihar region* 
He is assisted in this work by a Research Officer and 
a part time typist. It is reported that a State Committee 
hss been formed in Bihar with Prof. Datta as the 
Chairraan* 

NEPAL. iii) Nepal * 

We have addressed several letters to the Nepal 

G-overnment. Ris Excellency the Prime Ilinister of Nepal 

was also approached for enlisting his support for the 

collection of materials from Nepal and he has promised 

ms full co-cperation and active interest in making 

necessary a rran_,emen ss i^i tnls re^ci.rQ. Cox'responaence 

IS bein^^ made with the Indian Ambassador there to 

expedite collection of naterisis* 

U.F* Iv) U.?. 

Althotfgh a State Committee has been formed there, 

it IS rej^retted that no progres^as been reported from 

that region. Presumably ovrinj to the Illness of the 

Chairman, ^^charya Narendra Dev, no tangible results have 

yet been achieved. 

ILiSrIMIR. v) liashmir* 

We ere in correspondence with the O-ovt.of 

Kashmir. No State Committee has been formed so far* 

FUNJAF REjIUN.. vi) Fun.jab Region* - Ilember Incharge Lala Reroaechand 

(Punjab, Sind,Baluchistan, Progress report is 
Ni.PP, PEP3U,Himachal pi-a- enclosed Gnerewith 
desh, F ilaspur & Delhi*) (appendix J-) 

vii) ( Iladhya Pradesh,Saurastra, {"lember in charge 
Cutch,Bombay,Madhya Bharat, ISri Falvantray G-* 

Ha j asthan,Ehopal ,ITahakosal, jMehta * 

Vlndhya Pradesh & Hyderabad! 

Except in Madhya Pradesh,State Committees have been 

formed in all other States with funds at thoir disposal* 


P.T.O. 
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In Hyderabad Prof* K«Sajjanlal has been entrusted id. th 
the collection of‘relevant materials from lOO volumes 
of Urdu paper cuttings in his possession. Several 
original diaries maintained by Army officers of the 
Indian States, covering the period near about 1857 have 
also been secured. Different State Committees in these 
regions have just taken up the work of collecting 
materials in a planned way. 

RARASTaHA . vii i ) Maharastar a. 

Printed books in T^arathi numbering about 800 
tearing on the Freedom movement naie been collected.PbDse' 
books are no^^^beinc read ani short noi:;e-sliDS in English 
are being prepared, for use in the Foard's Central 
^fPice, by TI.M.D.t .Potdar, ^ Regional Member intharge, 
with the help of oart-time Research Scholars and 
typists. 

.D.ir^S, (ix) Madras . 

All the recordsof uhe .ladras Records Office have 
been searched and a comprehensive biblio-rapny of 
relevant documents and files, covering 200 typed fool¬ 
scaps pages has been prepared and sent to the Bboard's 
Central office. It has been done by Dr.N,V 0 nk 8 ta-ramanjya 
Research Officer of the hoard, under the direction of 
the Prof, h,/., hilakants Sastri, e Regional Member 
incharge, 

At present Dr. V 3 nkat^ ranc naj ya is digesting 
two volumes in the Madras Records Office entitled 
histories of hon-co-operation and hhilsfat ’"ovements 
and "Non-co-operation and Pliilafat Movement in the 
-adras Presidency, Both are secret and confidential 
documents of the Uovt.of* The digest will in due course 
be passed on to the Board's Central Office, 

P.T.O. 
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6« Acbivl-bies ±n the St^a-bes He^loni^is e^ 

Q- ) Rep;lon No» 1 

±) BSlJGAi— Detailed, activities liave already 

■been set forth in para 4(1) abovoo A State Coirnmittee 
has been fomed there bu-t as yet no monetary allotment 
has been made by l lie ci' 3.of* west Een^al* 

ii) Oris3a <r A State Gornmi11eehasbeen formed and 

work is ^oing on. lioney rias also boc-n sanctioned for 
the current financial year. 

ili) llanipnr « A Stace Committee iiss been set U-p. 

Eeln(_^ a Part Stats, i:!;anipur has approached the 

lovt* of India in the '^Iinis'ory of Siatss for sanction 
of financial allotment. 


iv) fripnra . l^o Committee has yet been formed. 

v) Ass am. A Ste te Committee has been set up 

0 

end money has been provided for. 

vi) Sikkim—Phut an — It is proposed net to set up a 

C oimmi i: "C e e there. Put Shri L . A. Kapur, the Dewm , has been 
addressBd to render all assistance and co-operation 
in the ccllsetion cf ^laterials from that area, 
vii:} Andamans h I'icobor Islands .— fhe re is no nece¬ 

ssity fo"" a 013 ce Coj-iTiiiiee mere. j.iie ^i^xel Commiss¬ 


ioner hs s promised p 11 he 1.3 m ihe ccllsction of 
ma berials, 

viii) Burma— jaitempts to esiablish pood comae ts 

for collection of materials ha\ e not yet been success¬ 
ful • 


t>) 


Rey,ion ko.2 


i) Ilaha ras tra—("f ^ara thi speaking area)— As in pars 
4 IvVi) above, Pq State Committee has yet been formed 
by the Madhya Pradesh 3-ovt, 
c) Region Ho,3 , 

i) Delhi— jlL State Committee has been announced 
only recently vide Appendix *a-»* 


F.T,0 
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il)P'UjnJa'b —> i'^ormation oT a Statia Gonmltt.ee is 
still T-uiciej? d.i s cias s ion . ii 2 ri*an._ e.aenx; s iia\e net "been 
ilnallsed* 

iii ) KlnacI:ial ^nadesh—- Same as (li) above* 

iv) Pjj]FSU " State Gomnittee bas not been set 
up* I!n. Galnda Slngb, Cunaton, Patiala Anebives bas 
b.oweveT', been put in eban^e of 0 collection oP 
materials available in PHIPSU by tbe Stane Government* 
He bss already formulated bis plan and issued a 

qaestionaire• i Ir• Singb bas also started his work on 
tbe records under tbe direction of La la d’eroze Gband, 
re^-ional ' enter of tbe J card. 

v) I or collection of mater’ials in b’est Punjab, 
ir*“FP, Lalucbistan and Sind un—official contracts are 
beixiy made. Litn me _uidance of t_ia Gbeirmen, Lai a 
Peroze Gntnd is trym no eiilist ti^e co-opere tion of 
tbe Pakistan a^itborinies * It Is difficult to secure 
official records from tbese^States. 


d) Heyion 

Z os • 


(Saurastra, ' 

Pbarat, TIadbya 

Prades. 

Iloba 

Tlosbal, Hyderabai 

e) 

I-Leyion 

L' o • 6 


U.P . & 

Has bn 


Fl e y i o n 

N o • 7 

4(ii) 

an d 4 

above• 

s) 

Region 

No • 8 


As in paras 


riadras, Ptysore, Coorp;, -Travanco re-Cocbln & 
Andbra * 


Tbe Governments of Iravsncore- tiocnln and 
Coorg bave set—up State Committees. In tbe otber 
States it is expected tbat State Committees will be 
foimed soon. Tbe question of setting up Committees 
in Madras and Andbra will be settled after tbe for¬ 
mation of tbe Andbra State* 

P.T.O. 
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) KINGDOM. 


K.t^TISHNA 


MIFISIGR. 


RJSSAIN. 


*1 

7* Collection of materials from -‘^orelgn countries . 

1) For collection of materials in D.K. specially in 
London, attempts have been made through our Pligh 
Commissioner to collect information about the Old India 
Cffice Library. 

T'ISNON . li) Valuable contact has been made with Mr. 

V.K,Krishna Menon for securing materials connected with 
the India League. Further development is awaited. Before 
leaving for the United States, Mr* Menon has advised 
that the board should be in constant touch with him 
through correspondence so -chat the matter can be 
expedi'Glously attended to, i.r, henon ±s,however, of the 
definite opinion that the three-year period is too 
short for compilation of the worh entrusted to the 
board of editors. 

lii) We are in correspondence with Shri S,Dutt,Indian 
tobassador in V;est Germany as well as Mr, Nambiar.Both 
have promised full co-operationc nd sunoort. But they 
nave stated that it would take some tine to collect 
valuable iiaterials in Surope bearing on the Freedom 
MoT/ement in India. Copies of letters written by Ta^^Tore, 
Lenru, betaji 3ose to persons in^Gontinent have been 
secured from the files of the Bducatlon Ministry. 

iv) 'The Prime I'lnister has presented the Board with 
five Azad hind Stamps received iron one of his friends 
in Germany.Ke has also promised co supply materials to 
the Board from his personal letters etc. 

v) San Francisco. The Board has received substan¬ 
tial help from Mr, Azim Hussain,Indian Consul-General 
there.Apart from supplying photostat copies of the 
famous Gadhar trial, he has secured available materials 
in the shape of pamphlets. Journals etc,vrritten in 
English, “^rdu, Gurnukhi and ■^engali,all connected with 
Ghadar Party activities* 

P.T.O. 




^■m-TTLLA KHAI?. 


ali zahir. 


vi) AfRhanistan-r His Excellency Najib-Ulla Khan^^ 

i 

Afghan Ambassador In India has been approached and he 
has assured all possible help from the 3ovt«of 
Afghanistan for the collection of materials in his 
country, 

vii) In this connection it may be mentioned that 
contact has also been established with IIr#Ali Zahir, 
Minister in U.P, for assistint, the board with 
materials connected witri Inaiaii x^'re-dom, activities 
in countries of ^^iddle East including A.fghanistan. 

It is re^^liably reported that he has much valuable 
information in his possession. 

8# Prizes» 

Eo stimulate research acti^^ities and tnereby 
to facilitate the worlr of txie Hoard of ji^ditors in its 

compilation of the proposed History, a number of 

^•plc's 

prizes will be awarded for best essays on publio J- e 
contribution to tne Ers^don Eovement* ?or details 
please see Appendix 'H'. 

9. This IS in brief a short summary of the 

activities and actual pro_,ress made by the board so 
far* Iz is to be borne in nu'd tn£t alinouJi the 


o , Hie _ -tills w' 


of 


Tocrd of iditors was a.^nouiioe' 

Education on the 31st Dec,1952, it actuell^r started 
functioning from 24th -^pril, 1953, after it could 
secure the present office accommodation consisting of 
two rooms only. It is to be emphasised that due to lack 
of accommodation, all tne dinferena Branciies of the 
Hoard's office canno'c possibly be organised with the 
res tilt that the desired progress is being considerably 
hampered. Besides, the help that is expected from the 
State dovts, in the collection of materials is yet to 
come in its fullest measure, ihe expectation of rhe 
Board in this regard thus remains unfulfilled so far^ 





To 

All Moinbora of tho Bc&rd^ 

Dear ^irf 

I think It is neeesflary in order to facilitate the wozic 
of collecting materials that some speelfle directions should 
be given to the workers >dio may be engaged for this puz^ose. 
Seme general directions have already been given In the follow* 
Ing documents regarding the sort of materials that it would be 
necessary to collects* 

(1) Letter Nogl722/&<V» a/ 2 dated Zl/^/SO from the Ministry 
of Education. 

(11) The draft outline of the scheme of History adopted 

at the meeting of the Board of Editors held on January 
19S3, 


(ill) Letter No.* HPl-8/85^93 dated the 20th Feb.1953 from 

Mr. S.M.Ghose^ Hony•Secretary»Board of Eaitors. 

A copy of each of these documents is being forwarded to 
you for ready reference. 

I enclose some specific i ns truct ions for the collection 
of materials in order that special attention of the workers may 
be drawn to materials bearing upon some particular and concrete 
facts. As you will see^ these instructions are by way of 
supplnm^ting the other documents. They are also Illustrative 
rather than exhaustive In character and should be treated as such 

I shall be glad if you will kindly make any further 
suggestions in this matter so that on the basis of these I nay 
draw ub a further set of instructions for collection of 
materials. 

As you know, there would be a meeting of the Board of 
Editors, towards the end of July and I suggest that. If neoess* 
ary^ this subject may be considered In that meeting. 


fours faithfully. 


SDA-.-DR, R.C.MAJTJMDAR.DIRBCTOR. 




/V 

^/^/f^T ^OBNSRAL DIRECTIONS FOR THE COLLiTOTION OF MATERIALS > 

The plan and schemfi of the History of Freedom Hove*' 
mentf which was adopted at the first meeting of the Board held 
In January 1953 gives a general idea of the soz*t of materials 
to be collected In the dlffextent zones* The following directions 
merely seek to exnphaslse certain points and are not Intended 
to be an exhaustive or even fairly ecmprehensIve list of works 
to be done In different zones• 

In view of the paucity of materials for the pre-ftotlny 
period special efforts should be made to find out written records 
published or unpublished* throwing light on tho rollo%rlng topics* 
among o the rs• 

a) The first reaction among the people(or different see* 
tlons of it* such as* Hindus* Muslims* 3lkhs* etc* If there be 
any difference of outlook among them In this respect) to the 
establishment of British Rule* In Bengal* for example* 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy had in his early life"a feeling of groat 
aversion to the establishment of tho Bi*itish Power in India*" 

But at tho age of twenty he changed his views and felt that the 
Indian were much happier in the enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty than were their ancestor's* It should be our endeavour to 
find out* on the basis of written records* how far these diff* 
orent views prevailed in different roglons* 

b) Tho spread of English education with special reference 
to tho agencies* institutions* curriculum etc* The first effects 
Of this education on social* religious* and political Ideas* 
o) fh*^ first individual expressions of dlscon4«ent against 

British Rule and yeamings for freedom or Iii 5 >rov 0 ment of politl* 
eel status of the Indians * 

d) Organization of associations for political roforms^ 
Specific demands or suggestions should be noted* 

e) A short account of the newspapers and periodicals *both 
In^Engllsh and Vernacular* vdilch holp#d to disseminate political 
views* 

f) Political views expressed In local llterature*both 
English and Vernacular. 

P.T.O* 
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S) Short biography or persona vAio moulded public 
opinion on political matters* 

h) Any social or religious reform which had a bearing 
on the evolution of political Ideas or love of liberty* 

1} Open resistance or secret conspiracy against the 
Oovt* by any organized body*(Causes and details of operations 
to be noted*) 

II* For the proper study of the Mutiny of 1B5T as a part 

of the National struggle for freedom the following points in 
pelatlon to different localities deserve cax*eful enquiry* 

a) The part played by the civil population In propa<« 
ganda and actual resistance* 

b) The general attitude of the masses towards the 
Sepoys and the British. 

c) Actual Incidents in different localities(apart from 
major military operation or outbreaks of which details are 
given In certain historical books on the subject* 

d) Contemporary records throwing light on the above 
points (including memoirs, diaries, etc* of persons actually 
taking part in the outbreak.) 

o) Old legends or ballads current In the locality on a 

(b) and c) above* 

III. Period 1857-1885. 

a—f) — Same as d—1 noted under I* 

IV* Period 1885-1905. 

a) Attitude of the different sections of the public 

towards the Congress, b) Crowing popularity of the Congress* 

c—h) Same as d—1 noted under I* 

1) Underground movement against the <^ovt* (statements of 

persons taking prominent part in these movements should bo 
secured as far as possible.) 

V* Period 1905—1918* 

a) Anti-Partition agitation. Boycott and Smdeahl Move¬ 

ment In Bengal; the repercussion of these and open resistance 
to Government in other regions * 


PTO 



b) Ac'tivitlos or Congress and Muslim League In dirf- 
eront localities. 

c) Political activities outsIde^Congz^ss and Muslim 

League. 

d) Undergro^’d movomont (^oo IV^l) 

o) Terrorism and. impressive measures by tbe Govt, (actual) 
incidents or torture and oppression by the Police md Jail 
authorities narrated by the victims should bo recorded,) 

r) Summary of political trials with reference to sources 
of infortoation (idlether newspaper, reports, or Judicial procee* 
dings or statements by Individuals etc.) 

g) Activities of Indian Nationalists lr\ foreign countries 
(gathered from persons taking part In them). 

h) Participation of Indians In war efforts on behalf of 
the British. 

VI. Period 1919-1923. 

a) Satyagraha Movement of 1919*details of activities in 

different localities, 

b) Non—violent non-co-oporation Movomont-C^ntral trend and 
special Incidents In difforont localities. 

Statistical accoxmt (of Institutions closed and nowly 
started spinning and weaving, bumbor of men resigning offico or 
titles) as far as may bo gathered from authentic natoriaXs. 

Views and activities of opponents to the movomont. 

a) IQillafat Movement(as under b) above. 

d) Preparations for civil disobedience,If any. 

o) Hartal on tho visit of the Prince of Wales, 

f) Exodus of Assam Toa-plantation coolies and strike of 

Rly, and steamer employees, 

g) Peasant Movement in U,P, 

h) Siith Movement In the Punjab. 

i) Moplah Rcbolllon 

J) Other local Incidents of passive rasIstance(o.g. Chlrla 
village Incident in Andhra. Contai—Union Board rcslstanc 
in Bengal, 

k) Govornment measures to supross tho movement (natural and 
statistical account.) 

VII, Period 1924-30, 

a) Aetivltlee of Congress and Swarajya parties. 

b|t Hindu—Muslim riots. 

c) Hartal on the visit of ^imon Commission. 

d) Labour Movement. 


PTO 



o) Rovolutlonary actlvllslQa* 

r) Rapz*eaaiv 0 Hoaauree or ^h.o Oovoramont. 

VIII- Parlod 1950-1947. 

a) Ivll ‘^isobadioncs Movonon'b in vdlfPeront localltlea 
(Gonoral ^Mnd and nat^uroc spaelal Incldonts, promlnont po 2 *son< 
aXltloa, statistical accoTint, part takon by Women.). 

b) Activltlos or Congress. Muslim -^eaguo and otbor partloi 
(Socialist. Hindu Sabba. or ward Block. CommunlCts. R.S.S. otc. 

c) Political activities in Indian States. 

d) 1942-August Movoment. 

o) HoprcsslvQ Measures or Oovernmont. 


General• 

Apodal endeavour should bo made to collect 
materials, such as. newspapor reports, books, biographies, 
court cases records, personal statomonts. oyo—wltnossos aecoTmt 
eontoiiq;>orary literature, photographs, published loaricts. 
poators. booklets etc* which might bo or use In understending 
any phase or the revolutionary movements. 

Collection should also bo made ror 'Uils purpose or 
Polk songs, dramas, lltoraturo and othor arts otc. which 
dlroctly or Indirectly helpod the Proodom Movement. 



MBMQRAKDUM, 



The Board has to decide the question about the beginning 
of the Pi^eedon Movement* Normally speaking, the question of regain* 
Ing freedom does not arise iintil It is lost, and it stands to 
reason^ therefore, that the history of Freedom Movement in India 
should begin after the dates when the different parts of India were 
subjugated by the '^rltish. It has> however, been suggested in some 
quarters (and one of the gentlemen present In the last meeting 
of the Board gave expression to this view) that we should take Into 
oonsideratlon the causes that led to the loss of our Independence 
end therefore, incidentally treat the period following the 
disintegration of the Moughal iSinplre. If I i^mamber alright the 
gentleman referred to above suggested that wo should begin from 
the invasion of Nadir Shah* Personally I do not approve of this 
idea and I think a discussion into the causes which led to the 
loss of Indepondence would unnecessarily Involve us into many 
intriguing problems, no solution of vdiich is possible at present* 

HoWQver, it is necessary that the Board should make up 
its mind on this point so that there may be no misunderstanding 
or controversy after the first draft is prepared, 

I propose to begin with a short reference to the gradual 
conquest of tho different regions of India by the British and 
trace the beginnings of Freedom Movement in those regions after 
such conquests. 

It Is also to be distinctly imderstood that althotxgh wo 
are writing the history of the Pj^oodom Movement, a clear concep* 
tlon or desire for freedom from the British yoke did not manifest 
itself to the Indian Intelllgentia till long after the Congress 
was started. To beg n with, therefore, we shall concentrate more 
on demand for political reforms removal of abuses and 

grafting of extension of power and a higher political status to 
the Indians• 

It is true that there were resistance movements some of 
which may have a more deliberate aim to drive the British, but this 
cannot be regarded as a continuous movement backed by tho 
political loaders either of the Congress or of Iho Organizations 
that preceded It during tho 19th Century, While, thereforo, we 
should take full cognizance of the different resistance • movements 
and the great rising of 1857 as an attempt to drive away the 
British either from certain localities or from India, wo have 
to Preodom Movement in a more liberal manner so 

far as the political evolution is concerned, and we have to include 
in our history the beginnings of those demands for political 
reform, and extension of political rights and privileges which 
ultimately culminated in the open demand for Swaraj in tho 
Congress Session of 1906 and an absolute independence on the 
occasion of tho annual Session of the Congress in 1930 at Lahore, 

I mention these facts so that we may have a clear Idea 
of the extended moaning we propose to give to the Freedom Movement* 
I believe that if these preliminary points are made quite dear and 
are generally agreed by all, there would be less occasion for 
difference of opinion at a later stage, I am, thereforo, elrcuXa* 
"ting this note to the Meiribers of the Board for an express ion of 
their opinion* 


SD/—* R.C.MAJTJMDAR. 25.5,55* 
DIRECTOR. 






FOR THE POLITICAI> SXIFPHRBRS, 

BY R>0> ?€AJUMDAR. 
FORM * 1 ' ■ 

Z« Kttne. 

£ • Fatbar * s xiaxna • 

9 Date and place oT blirtb* 

4• Homo addres b• 

5« ProBont AddroM.* 


6« Sducational qualiricatlons« 
(State tKe namoB of examine* 
tlons passed and tbe scboole 
or colleges attended^as far aa 
pOBLSlble with, the dates*} 


7« If you wore a member of any 
organlsatlon*pollt leal Asso* 
elatlons or bodloa*glve a 
short account of their names and 
aatlvlties on the annexed sheet* 


0« If you wore not a manOber of any 

^ueh body^ state as far as posslbXo 
in a chronological ox*dcr ttio aetlvl* 
ties in which you were engaged * not ing 
particularly If you wore involved In 
any Police case* If thero woro any 
Bueh cases* state the details such as the 
charges * punishment place whore tried 
and such other details as may bo of 
imporbanco. All these may bo noted 
in a s op ara t e she e t• 


9* Names of persona with whom you were 
intimately associated In your 
political work and who are fairly 
conversant with your act 




DETAILS TO BE PtLLED UP BY PERSOKS 
WHO APiE MEIMBEHS OF ANY ORGANISATION 
POLITICAL-BODY OR ASSOCIATION, 


( SEE ITEH 7 OF FORM X,) 

X, Naiao oT 'blie Bo<^y oz* tYio Ass oc lat^lon#^ 

Date of tlio foundation and Its pnoml* 
nant loadoneCto be stated as fax* as po<» 
sslbXe In a cluronolog leal o]?d.ar). 


S« Tlio objects of tbo Body op tbo Asso« 
elation. 


4« The method, of Its wopk. 

5. Its bpanchos In Bengal and outside. 

6. Tiie part you personally took In further* 
anco of the objects of the Aasf^c lotion* 
give details wxth the dates. 


Names of prominent persons with whom you 
generally worked together and who are well 
conversant with your activities. 


8« How far In your opinion the activities of 
the Association in Gonoral or any action 
In particular helped the cause of Indians 
freedom. 


9. How far in your opinion did the work of 

your Association meet with public approval 
and gonoral sympathy and support from the 
men of your locality. 


10« Was there any religious or spiritual back* 

ground to the activities of the AssoclatlpnTIf so* 
give a brief account of the moasuros takon to 
give expression to It. or to ineuX^ote the 
spirit among the members• 


11* Briefly mention the Important incidents 
within your personal knowledge which may 
be consldorod to bo an important episode 
in the struggle for freedom. Accuracy of 
details Is specially nocoesary. 


ISm If you have any special vlows in regard to tho 
political struggle during the last half a 
century, ploaso vjrltG thorn on a separate 
sheet as briefly as possible. 


13. Had you any religious or spiritual back* 
ground In taking tho part In the struggle 
for freedom? 




OPPICB OP THE BOARD CP EDITORS, 

HIST cm Y CF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA, 
ipi block HUTMENTS,ROOM N0,S37 & S44, 
R AiaiNA RQAD^ NEW DELH I. 


NAME AND ADDRESSES OP THE MEMBERS»IN-CHARGE 
OF DIPFBRENT REGIONS, 


pi No,it Bengal,Aaaaxn,Orissa,B\unnah,Hanlpur, |Dr« S.N.8^21,36,Bussa 
Trlpura,Bhutan,2ChaBi States and {Road,Calcutta* 
Andamans» 1 



No#2, Maharashtra(Maratha Speaking Area), 


Mahanahopadhyaya D.V, Potdar, 
77 , Shanlwarpe t, POONA • 


|n No,3, Punjab,Sind,Baluohisthan,H«W.P,F, 
P«E«P,8•U.,Himachal Pradesh, 
Bilaspur, & Delhi* 


Lala Shri Peroze Chemd, 
130«Khybdr FasS Mess, 
DELHI-8 


|n No*4, Saurashtra,Cutch,aujrat,Bombay, 
and Hyderabad. 

|kn No, 5* Madhya Bharat .Raj as than, Bhopal, 
Mahakoshal k Vindhya Pradesh* 


i Shri Balvantray G.Mehta, 
M.P,,18,Queensway, 

JNEW DELHI* 


on Ro,6« UiP, te Kashmir* 


|onNO|7 I Bihar & Nepal* 


[on No»6f Madras,Mysore,Kerala,Coorg* 


I Dr. Syed Mahmud, M.P. 

I Chairman, Chapra, Bihar* 
[D^lhi address during 
[Parliament Session— 

[52,South Avenue,New Delhi, 
[Prof .M. Habib, Muslim 
[Uni vers Ity, A1 Igarh, & 
[Acharya Narendra Deva, 

M.P.Vice-Chancellor, 

Hindu Unlverslty,Banaras, 

!Dr*Syed Mahmud, M.P. 
[Chairman, Chapra,Blhar, 
Address'during Parl.iamenv 
3esslon-5S,South Avenue, 
New Delhi* 

Prof.K.A.Nilakanta Sastrl^ 
University of Mysore, - 
Mysore, Madras address— 
Nlleswar, Edward Elliots 
Road, Madras-4 






(TRUE COPY,) 
i;o a 17'22/^50-AoS, 
Govcrnmont of India, 
Ministry of Education* 



Now Dolhi 3 
Frcm 


the 31st March, 1950. 


To 


P.N.Klrpal, Esquiro, II. A . ( Oxon )LL .B, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 

1, All States Governments,Unions and Chiof Commissioners, 

2. All Vlt3C-^hancollors of Universltios in India, 

Sub:-COMPILATION OF A HISTORY OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA 
COLLECTION OF NECESSARY MATERIAL. 


Sir, 


As the State Governments arc perhaps aware, the Ministry 

you 

of Education have undertaken the uask of compiling an authorItatlvo 
History of the F^poedom Ilovoracnt in India, the purpose of which is 
not moroly to have a correct rocord of the significant phases in 
Indians national history but also to place before the world at 
large tho various phasei ana tccnniques of this struggle which 
was unique in its character. The Government of India have,there¬ 
fore, as a first stepj appointed a Gonmittco under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Dr. Tara Chand, .D, Phil, E(iucational Adviser to tho 
Oovornmont of India, to sup,.rvise tho collection from all possible 
sources of tho nwC^ssary matoriai for tho prooaration of such a 
History, i'hc Co'^vnittJv. propose to make a survey from the year 
1070, i.c, a few years priox' to the foundation of the Indian 
National Congress, to 15th August, 1947, when India attained indo- 
pondenco. ■‘^or this purpose it will be nccossary for tho Committoo 
to examine all r^cords-oificlal and non-offlcial available in 
India. Enquiries vjill also bo made from foreign countries for tho 
supply of necessary materialo 

2. The Govt,of Irdia believe that considorablo material is 

I n possession of the Stat e Gove rnment in the shapo of records, 
in your possession 

poli CO dlarios, momoirs of the political Icadors, living and dead, 

newspapers, both conbc^rtporary and defunct, leaflets, pictures. 

Illustrations, blockSr etc. which may throw some light on the 

history of freedom movement,, ospccially the records of Homo, 

Prl^son, and judicial departments and Governor* s Socrotariat which 

aro likely to prove more informativct> The Government of India 

would bo glad if the State Govcrnmont will assist this Ministry 

you 

and furnish to them as much useful material as is available in tho 
preparation of History^ PTO 



Any Inronnatlon concoming suciT. material of* names and 
addrossos of* suchi persons as may liavc oithLor first liand knowlod^^ 
of any ovonts or phasos of ttio struggle or h.avo in their possos 
ion lottors, papers etc, which may throw light upon tho history 
may also kindly bo fumlshod to this Ministry. 


Yours faithfully, 

SP/ —(ram LAL.) 

deputy secretary. 

No. 1722/50-A,2 

Copy to all Mlnistrios of "Chc 'J’ov^rnm^nt ol iiidia with thi 
roquGst that all possible information on tho sobject available 
with them may be furnished to this Ministry at an early date. 

By order, 

SD/—(RAM LAL.) 

UNDER SECRETARY. 




DRAFT outline: OF THjs. SGBHM^EI APPROVED aT THE 
MEETING OP THE BOARD OP EDITORS HELD ON THE 

JANHARY 3RD ,1953. 


P A R T - 1 

XHTRODUCTORY, 

1. Condition of India on tho ave of the British"Conquest" 

2, Resistance against the East India Company's rule up to 
1805. 


(b) From 1805- 1057. 

(c) Movement of 1067-58, mainly from polttloal and national 
rather than military point of view. Special atteiqpt should 
be made to collect materials throwing light on the (1) 
attitude of the people at largo towards this movement 

and the part they took in it, with a view to making 
an objective restudy of the tdiole stibjeet, (11) and 
also of excesses committed on both sides. 


3. (d) Wahabi Movement. 


Other resistance Movements (Open or Secret)up to 1885• 

4. Intellectual background for the betterment of political 

status up to 1885. 


5. Organised attempts for political reform before 1885. 


PART - II 


Congress• 


1085-= 

i^5 

(Q) 

1906- 

1916. 

(b) 

1917.S 

1919. 

1919- 

1921. 

(c) 

1921* 

192b. 

1929* 

1942. 


1943- 

1947. 



Left-Wing Partlaa. 

Under groiind Activities 
in India and Outside. 
Responsive Co-operation, 


2, MUSLIM AND TI-IE NATIONAL MOVEMENT . 


1.Prior to 1885. 

2.1885-^1906. 

3.1906-1916. 

4.1916«1936. 

5.1936-^1941. 

6.1941-1947. 


Red Shirt Movement in N.W.P.P, 

3. External Influences on the Freedom Movement, including 

Industrial revolution. 


4 , X .N .A. 

S# Subsidiary movements such as Labour, Eisan,Youth, 

Students, “omen and Gurdwara and State People's 
Movement. 






OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF EDITORS, 
HISTORY OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA, 
21, QUEENS WAY, NEW DELHI. 


Rer.No. HP1-0/85-53 Pebmiary,20, 1953. 

Dear Sir, 


Tile Board of Editors constituted for compiling til©" 
History of the Fr^eedoin Movement In India have had under consl* 
d©;ratlon the question of methodically and scientifically 
collecting material which, it will bo realised. Is an arduous 
task In consideration of the fact that the period under x^view 
oonsnences from 1057 and closes in the year 1952, It has boon 
tentatively decided that the work of collecting materials 
should be directed In the following spheres, 

(I) HISTORY OF EVENTS , 

It may be made dear that since 1857, organised activl^ 
ties as well as Isolated action took place throughout India 
ealculatod to demoralise British rule resulting in its final 
overthrow. These events should be compiled from authoritative 
aoiirces in a chronological order shwolng their origin, develop*- 
ment and the results including failures and the reasons 
therefor. Special research should be instituted in unfathoraing 
ao\n:*cea of materials connected with secret revolutionary actl* 
vities to find out whether there was any link between these and 
the 1857 movement o All official records on the subject in the 
possession of the British Uovemment have been destroyed. In 
respect of the period 1859- 1685 an intensive study of original 
sources is essential, 

(II) JOURNALISTIC LITERATURE. 

As i& well-known, in any upsurge of national upheaval, 
a significant part is played by journals. There was no excep¬ 
tion In this regard so far as the Freedom Movement in India Is 
concerned. Numerous journals, daily, bi-weekly, fortnightly 
sprang up with the sole object of stimulating the nationalist 
spirit and their contribution in the building up of the 
movement is not negligible. Mention may specially be made of 
papers like Vanda Mataram edited by Auroblndo, Koshrl edited 
by Tllak, Al Hllal by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, and GandhiJ1*8 
YoUng India and Navayuga, which are still considered as trea¬ 
sures, It is accordingly suggested that journalistic produ¬ 
ctions should be investigated for assessing their contribution 
towards imparting life to tne Freedom Movement, The approach 
in this regard should be scientific without any bias and pre¬ 
judice , 

(ill) LITERATURE. 

In any revolution or freedom movement, contemporary 
literature plays a very important role, o,g, the writings of 
Voltaire and Rousseau vis a vis their Influence on the 
moulding of the French Revolution, Literature being more or 
less a forceful and beautiful representation of contemporary 
social life, the movements that shook British India undoubtedly 
left their Impression on poets and authors who in their turn 
gave their best to feed the movement, A historical study of 
literature from this point of view should be conducted to 
ascertain their worth in the field of national movement. Duo 
weight may be given to the writings of political leaders with, 
a facile pen. Similar Importance should be attached to national 
songs (e«g, Vg^nde Mataram, Hindusthan Hamara etc,) dohas, folk 
lores, visual dramas etc. 


P.T.O, 




2« A niunber oT other potent factors which Influenced the 

Ppeedom Movement directly and Indirectly should demand 
attention. The Industrial Revolution In Europe, the Impact 
of European culture, the American War of Independence, the 
French Revolution, the Italian War of Independence and the 
personalities connected with It. the RussIeuti Revolution and the 
two Gpeat ^orld^Wars and other wars like the Boer War. etc*, 
each produced Its effects upon the eager minds of men whose 
activities determined the shape of the Freedom Movement. An 
objective study In this field la called for* 

5. To facilitate work connected with the con^llatlon of~ 

the History of the Freedom Movement, the Boai^d have provision 
nally decided to demarcate the following periods which coin* 

clde with certain distinct phases of the movement. 

<a) 1857* 1884. 

(b) 1085- 1917, (1885-1905^1917) 

(c) 1918* 1921 (1917-1919-1921) 

(d) 1922- 1928. 

(a) 1929- 1937^ 

end (f) 1936- 1942-1947-1952. 

Tn the matter of collection of materials on the lines 
Indicated In the preceding paragraphs, these periods may also 
be taken Into consideration so that It may be possible to 
proceed in a well defined manner, 

4. The Board want to impress on all concerned the national 

Importance of the work and It is. therefore, requested that 
efforts should forthwith be made In all seriousness and 
sincerity in order that this sacred task may be discharged 
within the stipulated period of three years. 


To 


^hr± 


Yours faithfully. 

(S.M.GHOSB.) 
HONY.MBMBBR SECY. 



(TRUE COPY) 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA, 

MINISTRY OF EDUQATION, 

Now Dolhl,2 tho 17tli March, 1953. 


From:- 

Shrl L.R.Sothl, 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt.of India. 


To 

All Stato Governments. 

Sub:- COMPILATION OP A HISTORY OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN 
INDIA. 


Sir, 

I am directed to roTor to this Ministry’s lottor No,1722— 
50—A*2 datod tho 31a t March, 1950 on tho subject Tticntioncd above 
and to say that, as tho Stato Govornmonts aro aware, tho Govor- 
nmont of India have sot up a Board of Editors comprising nine 
Monbers under the Chairmanship of Dr. Syed Mahmud, Member of 
Parliament. A copy of tho Resolution constituting tho committoo, 
la also onclosod for rcad;y rofcronco. A small Secretariat has also 
boon sot up at 21, Queonsway, New Delhi under tho Honorary Socro- 
tary of tho Board of Editors, Shrl S.M.Ghoso, M.P. 

The Board hold its first mooting at wow Dolhl on 2nd and 
3rd January 1953 and inter alia passed thc^ollowing Resolution;— 

**Tho Board requests all Stato Governments to appoint 
Commlttocs in consultation with th-r s Board to assist tho 
Board in the collection of materials for writing a 
history of tho freedom Ilovomcnt in India. Those Stato 
Committooa may bo provided with funds for this purpose 
by tho Stato Governments and authoriaod to incur necess¬ 
ary expenditure." 

Tho Government of India sti^ongly support the above Rose— 
lutlon and roconmond tno appointment by the Stato Government of 
tho Roglonal Committoos if this has not already boon done. Tho 
Govornmont of India will appreciate if all possible facilities aro 
provided by tho State Govornmont to the Board in its difficult 
task of collecting material for writing the History. 

Tho Honorary Secretary of tho Board of Editors, Shrl 
SsM.Ghoso, M.P., to whom a copy of tJns letter is being endorsed, 
will bo writing to the Stato Government separately on this subject 
and I aw to request that further corrospondcncc in tho matter may 
ploaso bo had with him direct. 

(The material already furnished by the Stato Govornmont to 
this Ministry in response to the letter roferrod to in para 1 
abovo la bolng passed on to Shri S.M.Ghoso, tho Ilony .S^icrotary of 

tho Board, 

^ ( ) for Chief ^ or;imis s i one r , Coorg, 

Uttar Pradesh Government, 

Madras Government. 

West Bengal Govornmont, 

Chief Commissioner, Himachal Pradesh. 

Government of Hyderabad, 

Govornmont of Eihar. 

Cnl*^f Commissioner, Vindhya -^radosh. 

Chlof Commlssionor Ajmor, 


Yours faithfully, 

SD/—(L.R. SETHI.) 

DEPUTY SECRETARY, 

P.T.O. 






Copy wlto a copy of this Ministry's letter No* 1722*50••A.2 
datod tho 31st March 1950 with the material rocolvod from tho 
Stato Govornmonts in rosponso thereto is -forwardod herewith 
tO£^ethor with this Ministry filo No.P*22-5/50^A*2 from which 
nooossary extracts may be takon and the file rotuz*ncd to this 
Ministry for record. It is requested that this material for 
tho History may kindly be kept in safe custody. A statomont 
giving the nature of the replies received from the various 
State Governments to this Ministry's letter of 31st March 1950, 
Is also enclosed. It Is requested that a copy of tho letter 
addressed to the State Governments may bo endorsed to this 
Minis try. 


By order, 

SDA> T.S.KRI3HNAMURTI. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


To, 

Shjrl S.M-Ghose, M.P,^ 
21, Queensway^ 

NEW DELHI. 




( T _R U E C 0 P Y.) 

NO. HPI- 0/82-53,. 

OFFICE OP THE BOARD OF EDITORS, 

HISTORY OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA, 
21, QUEEl^SWAY, NEW DELHI. 

February 20, 1953, 


PpOni 

Surendra Mohan Ghosa, M.P. 

Honorary Secretary, Board oT Editors, 
History of Proedon Movement in India. 

To 


Subject:- TO APPOINT STATE COMMITTEES FOR COLLECTION 

OP MATERIALS FOR THE COMPILATION OP THE 
HISTORY OP-FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA, 


Dear Sir, 


You are perhaps aware that the Government of India, 
Ministry of Education have set up a Board of Editors In 
sonnsctlon with the compilation of the History of Freodom Move¬ 
ment In India consisting of the following nine members:— 

1, Dr* Syed Mahmud, M.P. C]:iairman. 

E.Shrl.Balvantray G,Mehta, M.P., 

3, Dr# S.N.Sen. 

4, Prof.M.Habib, 

5, prof.K.A.Nilakanta Sastrl, 

0,Mahamahopadhyaya D.V.Potdar, 

V.Acharya Narendra Dev, M.P. 

0 .Dr • R ,0 , Maj umdar • 

9,Shri Surendra Mohan Ghoso, M.P. Hony.Secretary• 

In Its first noeting held In January 1953, the Board 
passsd a resolution which is as follows 

”Th© Board requests all State Governments to appoint 
State Committees in consultation with this Board to 
assist the Board in the collection of materials for 
writing a history of the Fi» 0 Qdom Movement in India, 
These State ComnittoGs may be provided with funds for 
this purpose by the State (jQvernments and authorised 
to incur necessary expenditure." 

Accordingly I would request you to see that the State 
Committee ia formod iTninediately in consultation with 
Neoeesaz*y funds may be placed at its disposal. 

I hope you fully realise the national Importance of 
the work and accordingly I trust that the State Committee will 
start fvinctlonlng in the current financial year. 

I shall be grateful to be informed of the action you 
have taken in this regard. 


Youra faithfully, 

SD/—S.M.GHOSE. 

HONY. SECRETARY. 





ALL INDIA CONGRESS GOmiTTEE,^ 
*?,JANTAR MANTAR ROAD^ NEW DELHIi 



Circular No.d 


February-2, 1953, 


To 


All PiC.Csi 


Dear Frl^nd^ 

You are pfobably aware tbat the Government of India 
have appointed a Board of Editors for xin?lting a History of the 

■s 

Freedom Moiyement in India, Dr^ Syed Mahmud is the Chairman and 
Shri ^upendra Mohan Ghose is the Hony.Secretary of the Board, 

You can very well appreciate the desirability of writing such a 
history. To facilitate matters the country has been delvided into 
several regions. We are giving below the names of the regions 
and the members in charge with their addresses 


REGIONS, 


MEMBERS IN CHARGE & ADDRESSES 


I, 


Bengal,As sam,Orissa,Burma,Sikkim, (a)Dr,R.C.Majumdar, 

Manipur, Tripura, Bhutan, Khasi States 4, Bepin Pal doad, 
and Andamans, P,0.Kalighat, 

Calcutta, 

(b) Dr ,S,N.Sen,Vice Chan¬ 
cellor, Uni vers ity 

of Delhi, Delhi, 

(c) Shri S.M,Ghose,M,P., 
21,Queensway, 

NEW DELHI, 


2, Maharashtra(Marathi-speaking 
areas ) 


Mahamahopa dhyaya 
D,V,Potdar,Lokakal- 
yan, 77,"Shanwarwada, 
POONA.-2 


3 , Pun jab,Sind,Baluohls tan. Northwest 
Prontler,PEPSU,Himachal Pradesh 
and Bllashpur, 

4, Saurashtra, Cutch,Gujrat & Bombay, 


5, Madhya Bharat,Raj as than,Ajmer, 
Bhopal, Mahakoshal and Vindhya 
Pradesh, 

6, U.P, & Kashmir, 


7, Bihs^ & Nepal, 


8, Madras,Mysore,Kerala,Hyderabad, 
and Karnatak, 


Shri Feroze Chand, 

130,Khyberpass Mess, 
Delhi-6 

Shri Balvantray Mehta, 
M,P, 18, Queensway, 

NEW DELHI, 


do 


(a)Dr,Syed Mahmud,M,P., 
52,South Avenue, 

NjiW DELHI, 

(b ) Pro f ,M. Hab ib , A1 Igarh 
Unlversity,Aligarh,U.P 
(c)Acharya Narendra Dev, 
M,P,,Vlce Chancellor, 
Banaras Hindu Univer¬ 
sity, Ban aras, U.P, 

Dr,Syed Mahmud,M,P,, 
52,South Avenue, 

New Delhi, 

Prof • S. A. N llakantha 
Sastri,University of 
Mysore,Mysore, 

P.T.O, 




The 


Tollowlng inrormation is reciulred frotn the State 
Congress Committees 

li Particulars of publications bearxng upon the freedom move¬ 
ment, snould there be any published under its authority, 

2, List of authoritative books on the freedom movement in the 
regional or any other language, if possible with names and 
addresses of publishers, 

3, List of persons who should be interviewed with a view to 
obtaining authentic information regarding the freedom move¬ 
ments k short note on the activities of each person should 
also be given, 

4, Information relating to unpublished manuscripts dealing with 
the freedom movement, ©spocially any relating to the 1857 
revolt or movements and events which occurred before 1857 
and during the period 1857-1918, 

5, Copies of the illegal books, booklets, pamphlets, bulleti ns, 
etc, published by Congressmen or other during the various 
strugglers for freedom, 

6, Complete files of newspapers containing useful information 
regarding the freedom movement. 

We shall be grateful if the information asked for is sent 
either to Shri Surendra Mohan Ghose, or to any of the other 
members who are Incharge of the particular regions. 


Yours sinceroLy, 

SD/- (BALVantraY MEHTA . ) 
GENERRAL SECRETARY 



HELP AND ASSISTANCE EXPECTED PROM 
THE STATE CCfflMITTEKS, 

T. PERSONNEL OP STATE COilMITTEES^ 

The State Governmente should^ &• Tax* aa poaaibley maln^ 
l^aln the non-party complexion or the composition of the State 
CoBBtiittee• The personnel of the Committee may be selected out cf 
politicians^ Members of the Parliament, Members of the Legls* 
latlVe Aasembly, Journalists, Educationalists and public man* 
Oevarnmoiit officials may be avoided as Members of the Commit tee • 
as far as possible. 

In order to expedite the Committee's work and for 
harmonious working of the Committee an official may be appointed 
aa the Meinber Secretary of the Coxnmlttee« 

2, RELATIONS BETWEEN THE STATE COMMlTTE g fe TH E BOARD OP 

editors . 

The Member-in-chai^go of the Region shall be an ex» 
Q^^iclo memiber of all the State Committees In his region# 

The State Committee should collect materials under the 
direct supervision of the Member-ln—charge of the region# 

Persons who are to collect materials should be eppotn* 
ted In consultation with the regional meniber. 

The preparation of the Budget and plan of work for 
the State Committee should be done in consultation with the 
regional member , 

S. ir^EDIATE task. 

The State Committee should appoint research workers to 

study materials already in possession of State Governments# 

Collection of materials from newspaper files and 
printed books etc, on the subject# 

Recording of statements from persons >4io have parti¬ 
cipated in the freedom struggle and from those who had direct 
knowledge and in format ion on the subject, 

4# FUNDS, 

Tho 5^21 to Government should provide the State Committee 
with some fund immediately to enable it to carry on the work 
effectively# 

5. ACC OMIIQDATI ON , 

The state Government should provide some office^ acco¬ 
mmodation for the State Committee# 
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1*HE STA^ HISTORY^ 

Tbe State Cxovernmant may utillae the materials collected 
by the State Committee Tor the use or the Board or Sditors* Tor 
writing a separate history or Freedom Movement In that 
particular State* Separate and special arrant^eineni^s iiave nave 
to be made by the State ror this purpose. 


(S.M.OHOSE. ) 

HONY.MEMBER SECRETARY, 



APPEITDIX 



DIRECTIVE PRI:JCIPLE3 POP COLI^CTING 
& SIFTING IMERIALS. 

Tha plan and scheme o2 Ihe Tri.''-fcory ol Preedom Movamon-t, 
which waa adop'*"'^*! a-t "the Pirst; mee'Ling oT -the Board held in 
January, s^xirf^s a general idea of -the sori; of irBa-terials' -to 

be collected in the difi’orent; zon*'a , The following directions merely 
seek "to emphe^sise certiain point.a and are not intendea to be a.i ex¬ 
haustive or even fairly comprehensive lirt of works to be done, in 
different zones. 

I. In vicvr of the paucity of mc^ctcrmls for th' prc — ^i.'iutiny 

period spocial efforts should bo nade to find out it^nttcn r- cords 
publish'~'d or unpublished, throiJ'ing light on th^ follovT.ng topics, 
among others. 

a) The first reaction among the people (or different 

sections of it, such as, Hinduc, Rfuslims, SiJchs, etc, if There b^ s^ny 
difference of outlook imong them in xhis rospect) to the establish¬ 
ment of British Rule. Tn Bengal, for example. Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
had in his early life » a feeling of great av'rsion to th_ establish¬ 
ment of the British pov'-or in India*, But ax; the age of ho 

changt-d his views c^nd f^lt that the Indians were much hanpicr in th*^ 
enjoyment of civil ana religious liberty than were their cincestors. 

It should be our endeavour to find out, on the basis of written 
records, her far th^.so diff^^r'^nt vigt'. j provail^a m diffrrenx; 
rogions. 

b) Thf spr'^ad of English oaucation ith special reference 
to the nganci^s, institutions, curriculma etc. Th<" first effects of 
this education on social, religious ind political ideas. 

c) The first individual expressions of discontent tgainst 
British Rule and yearnings for freedom or improvement of political 
status of xhe Indians, 

d) Organisation of associations for political reforms• 
Specific demands or sug'-estion should be notod, 

0 ) A short accounL of thr nowspapers and periodicals, both 
in English and Vernacular, which helped to disseminate political 


views 
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f) Politiical views expressed in local li“tcra-ture, both 
English and Vernacular. 

g) ShoT't bibliographies of impor'ban.'t persoaall'tles who moulded 
public opinion on political mat-bers, or otherwise helped in the cause 
of freedom. 

h) Any social or religious reform which had a bearing on the 
evolution of political ideas or love of liborty. 

l) Open resistance or secret conspiracy against the Govern— 
mont by any organized body, (Causes and details of operations to be 
noted•) 

J) Economic factors that underlay any rosistanco movement, 
secret conspiracy or evolution of political ideals. 

II. For the proper study of the Mutiny of 1057, as a part of tho 

National struggle for freedom, the following points in relation to 
different localities deserve eihquiry. 

a) Tho part played by the civil population m propaganda and 
actual resistance. 

b) Thw general attitude of cho ma.ssp^'r towards the Sepoys end 

the British. 

c) Actual incidents in different localities (apart from major 
military operation or outbrcalcs of ■’vhich details arc given in current 
historical books on the subject). 

d) Contemporary records thro'''‘ing light on txio pbov3 points 
(including memoirs, diari'^s, otc. of persons actually talcing part in 
tho outbreEdc). 

c) Old logo^B or ballads current in the locality on (b) and 
(o) above. 

III. Period 1057-1035. 

a—f) — samo as d—i noted under I. 

rV* Period 1005—1905. 

a) Attitude of Ihe different sections of the public. 

b) Growing popularity of the Congress. 

c-h) same as d—1 noted under I. 

1) Underground movement against tho Govt, (statem-.ntc of 
persons talcing prominent part in these movements should be secured 
as far as possible.) 


T. O 



V) Period 

Anll^pEir'tx'tlon agllaHon^ 'boycoH and swadeshi movezosn^n't in 
Bengal f tiie repercuss xon of the so and open ro si stance to Govermnent 
in other regions. 

b) Activxtxes of Congress and SiSusllm League In different 
localities• 

o) Political aat|4-vitlee outexde^Congress and Maslxm League. 

d) Underground movement (See IV-i). 

e) Terrorism and repressive measures by the Govt, (actual) 
incidents of torture and oppression by the police and Jail authorxties 
narrated by the victxms should be recorded. 

f i 

f) Suinn^ry of politl^l trials with reference to sources of 
xnfomrLtion (whether newspaper, reports, or judxcial proceedings or 
statements by individuals etc.) 

g) Activities of Indxan Natlonalxsts in forexgn countrxes 

I f 

(gathered from persons taking part in them)» 

t 

V 

h) Participation of Indians in war efforts on behalf of the 

British. 

i) An effort should be made to procure a copy of Bhavani Mxndxr 
by Sirx Aurblndo* 

VI. Period 1919-1923. 

a) Satyagraha Movement of 1919 — detail of activities In 
different localities. 

b) Non—violent non-cooperation Movement - Central trend and 
special incidents in different localities. 

Statistical account (of institutions closed and newly started 
spin nin g and weaving, number of men resigning offic^ or titles) as 
far aS'inay b^ gathered from authentic materials. 

Views and activities of opp^ents to the Movement, 
o) Khilafat Movement (as under b) above 9 . 

d) Preparations for civil disobedience, if any. 

e) Hartal on the visit of the Prince of Wal^s^, 

f) Exodus of As earn Tea-pi ant at ion coolies and strike of Rail¬ 
way and Steamer ^^iloyees- 

g) Peasant lyfovement in U.P^ 

h) Sikh Movemant in the Ranjab. 
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1) Ifoplah Rebellion* 

j) Other local Incidents of* passive resist^nc^* (e.^. Chirla 

ec ^ 

▼illage incident in Andhra^ Contai—Union Board resistance in Bengal)*, 
Ic) Government measures to supress the movement and 

statistical account)* 

VZI* Period 1924*30» 

a) Activities of Conp;res8 and Swarajya parties* 

b) Hinduw&liislim riots* 

c) Rartal on the visit of Simon Coimnission* 

{ 

d) labour Ifovement* 

e) Revolutic^aary activities*. 

f) Repress!.ve Measures of the Government* 

VXIX* Period 1930-1947* 

a) Civil Disobedience llfovement in different localities (Genera 
trend and nature^ special mdidents^ prominent personalities*^ statis¬ 
tical aocouzit^ part taken by vronDoen) * 

b) Activities of Congress* Masllm I.eague and other parties 
(Socialist* Hindu Maha Sabha* Forward Block* Conununists* RSH- etc*) 

o) Political activities in Indian States* 

d) 1942 — August Movement* 

e) Repressive Measures of the Government* 

QEHERAIjt 

Special dndeavour should be made to collect materials* such as 
newspaper reports* books* biographies* court oases records* personal 
atatemrats* eye—vritnesses aocounts* contemporary literature* photo— 

4 

graphs* published leaflets'* posters* booklets etc* ^vhich ml^t be of 
use in understanding ai^ phase of ihe revolutionary movei^nta* 

Co^beetionbiihbd^dealprocDe'uondA-tSbr tbAa-jpBt*po4m of'^Solk 6ongs*| 

1 

dramas* literature and/other arts "^c* which directly or indirectly 
helped the Freedom liJIoveraent* 

p 

A general 'bibliography of available docuzaents in each region 

w ^ 

should be drawn up as early as possible and sent to the Central officii 
Each Regional Member should seiid ,to the Central Office* in th^ 
first^ins'ta.nce* Materials bearing upon the^ period prior to 1665 after 
^rop^ly sifting them^ 
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The raenaier l/C of each resion should draw up dlroctlves 
for hie region xn the light of the above general directions, and 
should send them to the Central office for information and sugsos 


'tlOOB • 


dlract supervision of the rieinber-in-charge of the region. 

Persons who are to collect materials should be appoin¬ 
ted in consultation with the regional member. 

The preparation of the Budget and plan of work for 
the State Committee should be done in consultation with the 
regional member ^ 

3, imgDIATSTASIU 

The State Committee should appoint researcn workers to 
study materials already in possession of Stste Governments. 

Collection of materials from newspaper files and 
printed books etc. on tnc subject. 

Recording of stai-ements from persons viio have parti¬ 
cipated in the freedom struggle ana from those who had direct 
knowledge and information on tlie subject. 

4, FUNDS. 

The State Government should provide the State Conmitto© 
with some fi^d. immediately to enable it to carry on the work 
effectively, 

5, Ac C om op AT I ON , 

I'h© state Government should provide some office acco¬ 
mmodation for the State Committee, 


P.T.0,1 




HELP AND ASSISTANCE EXPECTED PROM 
THE STATE COIIMITTEES^ 


1. PERSONNEL OF STATE CO MTTEES ^ 

The State Governments should, as far as possihl s, na in- 

tain the non-party complejcion of the composition of the State 
Committee, The personnel of the Committee may be selected out of 
politicians, Plembers of the Parliament, ?Iembers of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, Journalists, Educationalists and public men^ 
Government officials may be avoided as Members of the Committee, 
as far as possible. 

In order to expedite the Committee»s work and for 
harmonious working of the Committee an official may be appointed 
as the Member Secretary of the Committee, 

2. RELATIONS BETWEEIJ THE STATE COMMITTEE & THE BOARD OF 

editors : 

The Membor-in—cliarge of the Region shall be an ox- 
officio member of all the State Committees in his region. 

Tne State OommDitee should collect materials under tii e 
direct supervision of the Member-in-charge of the region. 

Persons who are to collect materials should be appoin¬ 
ted in consultation with the regional member. 

The preparation of the Budget and plan of work for 
the State Committee should be done m consultation with the 
regional member ^ 

3. imiSDIATE task, 

"the Statie Committee should appoint researen workers to 

study materials already in possession of Stete Governments, 

Collection of materials from newspaper files and 
printed books etc, on the subject. 

Recording of stai-ements from persons T»\ho have parti¬ 
cipated in the freedom struggle ana from those who had direct 
knowledge and information on the subject, 

4. FUNDS. 

Tho State Government should provide the State Commlttoe 
rf’ith some fu*^ immediately to enable it to carry on the work 
jffectively. 

• Accommodation, 

l^he state Government should provide some office acco¬ 
modation for the State Committee, 
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6. THE STATE HISTORY^ 

Th.0 Stcite Governi!i©nt may utilise the materials collected 
by the State CommitteG for the use of the Board of Editors, for 
writing a separate history of Fj^eedom riovoinent in that 
particular State, i-eparato and special arraxi^e len us Aave 

to be made by the State for this "ourpose • 


(S.N.GHOSE. ) 
HONY.MEITBER SECRETARY: 



DRAFT RFPC'RT 


The wor'k: of collecting ^mtenals Tor 'th istory 

of Freedom Kovemrnl: in India is b'^ing carried oub parbly by 

■bh- Cenbral Cffice in Delhi and partly by the commixtees 

appointed in different states. Thw \^or>^ of th ^ central office 

consists priiiffiirily of s 

1) Utilising the resources 'Available in Delhi 

2j directing th collection of nat'^rials in 
th 3 "^a-c es . 

As regards (l) th-^^ f olo'’iT-ng or'-s have already b-=n 
acco "^plishe^ i.r. preparation of bibliography and completion 
of a lisx of iim^cna it boc'^s available in the differeit 
libraries in Delhi. 

The valuable records in the Rational jr-^rchives 
of India are bounc? to be of "■re-^t i'’^ortance nd for this 
r rpose one of the assistants to the editor has been specieliy 
^-^ploy^d to explore tn^ir. 

comprehensive note has also be'n rrepurea on all 
the resistance ircmem'nts openly airected against tn, Eri-tisn 
througnout India, rar-ciculorly during th 19th Cent-^ry. 

Rec ntly th^ library of tn' .^11 India '"ongress 
Committee has air o been visited and arrangements are ''eing 
rmde to Fialce a proper list not only of the printed book's, but 
also of th - records availabl- th^-roin relating to tht important 
phases f activities of tne Indian Rational Congress^ specially 
after 1921, 

As r©gars(2/, a body of general directions has bon-n 
draivn up ond sent to tne different zones by ^^y of suggesting 
the proper line on rhich th^ iiorbers engoged in collecting 




r#terialE 


d* In addit-on, spt cific cns 


pr oce 

arc bexn^ cent frem tune to tune, dra^ uij thp at"^cntxGn cf 
thdif Ter'nt zones to m pc'^ta'^ t and soecific events cr 
’^ov'm^nxe on ^^hicn f.^rth.r ^^L-.xlcd i if rni. bion i xX ^ 
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APPENDIX 


SBLBG!rjSD SAMPLE QP FILSS^ 



Proscription of* tiie issue of* Ananda Bazar Patrlka 
dated 29/12/29 (copy on recoa^d). 

Hindustan Sa^syavadi Sangtia. TLe file contains a 
a translation of tine Prograrnme of SuBlias Bose ^s 
Socialist organisation ”NalDa BHarat Sabtia” and a 
resume of document entitled "Task Aliead" • 

Short Note on tiie various terrorist groups in 
Calcutta and their Mofussil connections* 

Extracts from the Jugantar newspaper (copy of the 
Jugantar News paper on reco 2 ?d*) 

Dacca Jugantar organisation. The file contains a 
note on tne Jugantar Party in Dacca. 

The Sigma Party. 

Proceedings of meeting held in Barisal (Printed 
speeches in Bengali on record in the file.) 

Proceedings of meetings held In Mymensingh (printed 
speech in Bengali on record in the file.) 

Independence League of India or Indian National 
Independence League. A short Note on”lPhe Indepen¬ 
dence for India League" Bengal Branch is on record 
in the flie, 

Revolutionary Centre at Mymensingh Report of D.I.O, 
regarding the members and their activities on record, 

Delhi Session of the ^i.ll India Muslim League 11th 
Session 31.12.18 (Printed copy of the resolutions 
passed hy the Muslim League and an ohjectlonable 
speech delivered by D^. H.A. Ansarl Chairman are 
on record.^ 

Recruitment of females for the formation of a 
Women»s Revolutionary Fafcy. The file contains a 
list of women in each distriet who were known or 
suspected to be concerned in terrorist axid 
communist movement with their pai>»ty affiliation. 

Also the effuslsions of Surya Sen and Prltl Waddadar 
(two well known revolutionaries are on record on 
the flie ) . 

New Maho mmadan Revolutionary Party In Bengal, A 
copy of a report oT an informar regarding the 
activities of this party is on the file. 

Miscellaneous file in connection with the Rowlatt 
Committee Report which contains an interesting 
Sts-teraent of a dotenue volunteered by him, and 
taken down at his dictation, regarding his opinion 
of the revolutionary movement. 

Collection of exhibits in Political cases for the 
Rowlatt Committee. 

Printed Notes compiled by J.C. Nixon, I,C,S, 

in 1917 on outrages committed between 1906 and 
1917 (Eight volumes.) 

Note on the I^^nsenshlngh non Dacca parties • 

(printed note on recoil, > 



Pul3llcat;ion or a Bengali pampM-et entitled. 

”Svagatam” by Mr. Cliittaranjan DaS (Review on record). 

An objectionable speecli made by Abnl Kalam Azad at 
tbe Darnl Irsbad on 7.2 ♦.IG (translation on recoi^d) 

Also copy of* notes f*rom tlie lectures of* Abul Kalam 
Azad delivered In the class of* tbe Darul Irsbatf- 


Ciphore f*ound In tbe bouse search of* Surendra Gbosb 
of* tbe Dandas Hostel (several Intercepted letters 
of* Interest are also in tbe rile.) 

Tbe Jamiat Ba zbylla Society started by Maulan a Abul 
Kalam Az adT A ^aboinriadsn s ecre t society ;^pr in'Ceo. ' 
note on tbe s ociety on record. ) 

A note dated 13.7.17 by Mr. L.H. Colson regarding tbe 
revolationary parties, tbe Dacca Annsbllan Samlty 
and Jugantar xn tbe District of* Tippera (Printed copy 
on record•) 

Tbe Ram Krishna Mission, its origin and growth, more 
particularly with reference to its political 
complexion (printed Note on record,) 

Note on political situation in lladaripur dated 
16 / 3 / 1 5 and written by Mr. L.H. Colson Spl • Supdt of 
Police I.B. (copy on record) also a printed note in 
book form dated 16/l/l5 on the political situation 
in Madanipi^ written by tbe D.I.G. of Police I.B. 
(copy on record. ) 

An apjreciation of tbe Political situation in Bengal 
for tbe year 1914, prepared by tbe Inspector General 
of Police on 13 / 2 / 15 . 

A printed note on political sadbus.(copy on record), 

”Krlshaker Sa^^Q^riasb” (The ruin of tbe peasants ) a 
proscribed book (copy on record.) 

Question of tbe deportation of Srisb Cb. Ghosh and 
Jyotlsb Cb. Gbosb concerned in tbe Dalbousie Spuare 
Bomb case (contains a strictly confidential letter 
from tbe D.C. unopened and sealed,) 

Miscellaneous papers in tbe Alioore Bomb Case con— 
talnlngfcopy of tbe leaflet ”Jugantar” dated 13/6/^90 

AgitatlBn in Kisboreganj Sub Dlvlslon-Mymensingb 
(Printed Note on record.) ^ 

Printed recort on tbe political situation in Bengal 
1913-14. 

Persons who are acque-lnted with tbe fonmula of 
making bombs- (Printed statements showing tbe names 
of persons who are known to be bom—makers^on rocoini.^ 

Anusbllan Samlti. 

Tbe Bbawani Mandlr — a pamphlet (Note by Mr, Denbam 
on tbe Paasipblet,) 

Printed reports an SaT3iIfci©s in tbe Dacca Division, 

Bengal# and Assam 1TO8, (Supplementary and 
second supplementary Reports on record also,) 




Noi:e on the Political association in Bengal (1909). 

•Sipahi Juddher Itihash* by Panchcouri Banerji a proscribed 
book ( No copy on record — only a review). 

Fortnightly reports on the progress of the Anti-Partition 
agitation and the Swadeshi Movement (1906-1907^six arolumes^ 

India and communism. 

Brief* History of* the Political Agitation in the District 
of* ^ymeneingh. 

Reports on the Anti-partition Agitation 1906. 

Measures for the superession of anarchy and/and vigilance over 
pr e s s . 

Short Note on the New T^SS^/Lence Party- 

Th e All India Standing Committee of the Indian National 
Congress and the Congress Movement in 1907 (proceedings of). 

Printed Book set on the Ram Krishna Mission Howrah. 

{b polTtrcal organisation) • ---— 

Green list (corrected upto the endof 1921.) 

List of common Bengali songs on record in the political 
Branch, criminal investigation department. 

Lict of members oormected with Bengal (Burma). 

B.R. - Bengal Revolutionary. 

Brief Suimmry of political events in the Province of 
Bengal during the year 1940. 

X Account of the Revoli ti orgiiy mo vement in Bengal. 

Account of the Revolutionary movement in Bengal. 

Account of the Revolutionary organisations in Bengal 
other than the Dacca Anushilan Samiti. Compiled by J.C. 

Nixon, J.C.S. 

An account of the Revolutionary organisations in Bengal(Bastern^ 
jUuLB. with special reference to the Dacca Anushilan Samiti 
(■ Pni I. T g - ^ 

-<n» - ^ 

Note on the Jugantar gang subsequent to the search of 
Manicktala garden. Report on the Jugantar Par ty of 
Dinajpur District. Note on the courses of the Calcutta Dis— 
turbances (August 1916.) 


Statement showing the offences in 'which each of the 

Menhers of the Anarchist gang are stated to have been concerned 

(wi th an Append ix - *A * ) • 




57 


A Kote on Region Ho«3 

ror Hony>Secy* ea xeanested by 

at-ms Pi.»rt««h and SSSSL 

mat'tajrs sland as S'e^ax^ea In ay no we at. tRe tlae of* 
the Board fileotlng last aontR* > Froa Ponlab Qovernaent 4 . 
rev^lsed list ivas rdcel^ed and accepted C August 17) • an 

omdal nctlTo.cation Is still awaited. Pending such 
Kotin cation, a meeting cannot be called. But 1 have nad 
sev^iraX discus shns with the Secret ary-to be 9 Pror* 7*S« 

Surl, Curator of Records, and he has already started 
work particularly blbllograpnlc work. I have also 

j 

dlacissed certain aspects wltn Snrl Harl Ram Gi^ta, 

tillversity Profe-ssor of Historj^ who Is also to serve the 

Commit tee^and tsider ^noiu already a number of scholars are 

working on different parlous of tnc Preedom Movement In 

India. 

Pel h^ Conunlttae nold It 3 first meeting on September 
ix. Tills meeting serv<=d to clarify things st a preHodLnary 
eychaxigf’ of views. Members have agreed to start work that 
can be talcxn ixi nana even before any whole-time staff Is 
apjoint^^. Such staff of course can be appointed only after 
the State Govease«sht have placed funas at the disposal 
oCoinirilt+ ee. -he meeting prepared estimates for 

f 

) ^¥ork entrusted to It and has asked t>ie £>tate 
OovernTnant for a gr^^nt of about l'.28,CX30/- which will 
he p'xrtly needed diirlng the current financial year, and 
jartly during the next. Ihc Committee Is scheduled to 
meet on September 26 when the \»ork „ili be shared 

a n imtar of sub-cfommlt tees- 

2 . pooKs & Material etc . These have mostly been collected 
by correspondence or personal r<_ uc-t s. Jo fur practically 
no aj^^sa has been Inciirred. Most of the books ate. 
ara borrowed copies. Quite conslderaclc material 
regarding the ^>vemen\ the 1^07 agltatlon^and the 

early AkaH str 

QSSmt^m^mUrn a 




3 


TOffiiJag Xxkm Tlie material ireceiv^d ±s now '^In^ amranged 

a Xist of 'i^lcn is being appendad “to tbis 

r 

note* Bibi^ograpbic lists accordizig to tbese heads axe imder* 
pfepaxatJLon at tho PlaFSU and Punjab KecoPds Offices* 
fhe systematic ojcaralnation^ of official records or 
ol neef^aper files has not been taken in hand for want 
of tne necassarj' staff. 1 nave myself made a beginning in 
the Uataunal Archives but so far have not been able to 
find time for work there. Mr. khanna who was 


recently tarougn Gaaetteers was entrusted with 

certain ^^aerit^s by me and nas given me a brief note. 
au« e Tabulating and indexing of the revolutionary trials 

record^ Is available at the regional or heackiuarters 
office has been carried on. X have myself gome through 
or consulted almost all the bo in the list appended and 
have gone through most of the neacK-uarters material 
I ert alning to my ^.^one* Some of the material has been 
digested or is 1 ji the course oi being digested. Questions 
etc- for Irt’itw I ui*pc ses of r ntr rvi :£ are being kept ready 
in certain cases. No touring nas oo far been undertaken 
it was felt th^t it c?oul'^ be more j rofltably iBidertaken 
aftt-r the jtate Coru^iit tee e st^^xted functioning. 


Ar p re t I '*>avc onl one whole-time assistant 
wox*ii.iAj= ou iei r .G . alx' . Moa^n I.=»l Fun. 1 have used h!i_iit 
iTiOotl^ i _*ir lai sCulleneo as errands - enquiries from 

or nev.spai)er offices, bookshops or individtaals^ 
re-gardmg books- maters rl e^c-, or regarding ^h^whereaboTuts 
of pc^oi^le, or fixinr si pointnent &» on rny behalf or 
rernidnini^ people who nave j roraised stvatements or 


mat e. rial, 


:ie uas el so devoted some time to indexing and 


tabulatins,. At present among other things he is 

interviewing people. In particular Maulana Balii^i4^B,^hMkn 


is dictating a statement regarding his own and his 

family* s contribution end regarding the i^rar Movement, and 
fiaiaada Shanti parain an important Journalist* 


Contd* *«! 





I have oyaeir interviewed aoae people, amongst then 

lu 

S. Sard^X Singh Cavee^ar who besides giving me valuable 
infonoation regarding the S5lJi lfe>*’^ement had information to 
give a^x> 1 afc Natali* I have tracad^nnd establl^ed contacts 
with some Important retired officials from whom 1 ajq)eet 
slgnlflcfint clues and material In the near future. On the 
1007 movement 2 or 3 of the leading personalities are 
recording their reminlsconces for me and these too are 
aipected In the near futui'e. I!tq£jii2>taae Notes on any of the 
important movements are not posslMe till official record 
and n 0 ws“^)apar files have been gone ^rou^^ btit I believe 
wlien this can be arranged throu^li^taff^or which it seems 
I have to depena on tnu Jtate Coomittee^s grant^lt will 
not take me long to ready my Nlites on the most important 


movoDitmts rn 

A 


ts in my -ione U£- to 1D19-. ^ 


o. Mlacellaaeouas A coimiilttes for 3iiid was reported in 

Tvj r'o'.c ’Zir tna iroarJ Meeting. Similar Committees for 

A 

li: j'.Fi ovlncQ and for Balmcnistaii are now under way (Dewan 

—C-y * ^ f\f tr)J' 

nam ciaalii h xs eoilecttu some N.*„•>'. material and 
sxpects to ft it and It on aie lii the next 

fe», Qdfs. V'orK. li* >t I ^Plot .a, u^.^ev'er, re^ 4 .uires 
ccri-aij, faci 11 tie', lies and these 

rikivf- yet to he 30C'ix*^d. 30 ^ 3 ., ciS at Ihcl st 2 State 

Comml11eeo have ist rted f inetl I propose also to set 

^ zonal committee, sor^ts prolr.ELinary work for which has 
already Letau aone. 

Amongst the mlscGllmieo r^ateiit-i ssJLk collected 

cor.s= pel tains to certain '„orCs line ^Swaraj** which have been c 

/ 

vital imprtance in the fraedoiL itovcmuit, ^ 

4. ^rtaln .Miiiijuilti^j ntu... I must first of 

all say that I have been aacji ad for lack of office 

accommodation. I noed not elaborate tuo point if'as the 
secrei^tary^and Cl40i’iaai*>^ljio;r, all aboi|t this. 


Secondly fvork m the 2 .one has beeti slow because ij|f 





spSto ot persistent regiliySlng Stats Goverfisssits 

h.S7e been very sloir in setting comalttees« 

XKi rdly, systematic requires soaie whoXe-tlme 

stan and for tbls I have to depend entirely on 
the State Cc?Smlttees ^rant s — which have still to 
materialise. I have only one whole-time assistant who 
Is being paid only P^. lOO/- a month. Out of my meagre 
grant it Is not possible to add to this staff. 


12 - 9 - 196 ^. 

Bncl. list. 



(Feros Chand) 




HISTORY OP FREIEIK}M M0VBK2M IH IHBSA# 
»pt block HOTMEHTS NBW BBLHI* 


The Board of Editors for the History of Freedom Move* 


meat in IndSJi propose to award a prize for writing the best essay- 

on the contribution to the Ppeedom Movement in India with special 

0 

reference to the unique method of Satyagrah as was adopted by the 
Indian people for achieving independence^ by the people of each 
of the geographical areas mentioned below. The value of the prize 


is given against each area:- 

List of Geographical Areas The value of the 

referred to above. prize . 


I» Bengal. 

2. Orissa. 

3. Assam. 

4. Bihar & Nepal. 

5. U.P. 

5, Punjab,PEPSU,Himachal Pradesh and 

7 . 9 olhl 4 

7, Kashmir. 

8, Sindh,BaluchiStan & NWPP* 

9, Raj as than, Madhyabharat, Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh,Vlndhya Pradesh 
and Ajmer. 

10• Bombay State, Saurashtra & Cutch* 
11, Madras(including Andhra.)Mysore, 
Kerala, Coorg,Travancore Cochin. 
12• Hyderabad State, 


III loooAA 

Rs 500/-/- 

Ri sooAA 
te loooAA 

te 1000A A 
III loooAA 

te 500AA 

sooAA 
Ri ioooAA 


Rs 1000 A A 
te loooAA 

Rs 500AA 
Rs 65 o 5 AA 


The Board may utilize these essays m any way they 
like and may also publish them if they think fit. The writer 
of each essay shall also have the right to publish it with the 


previous permission of the Board. 

The essays are to reach the undersigned on or before 
the 30th November 1954. The essays should be well documented 
and aim at an objective study of the subject. It should not 
contain more than sixty thousand words. A Board of Examiners 
will be appointed for each State as mentioned above and the namea 
of its meiribers will be published later. The decision of the 
Board shall be final and no prize shall be awarded if in the 
opinion of the Board the essay does not reach a sufficiently hi^ 
Standard* [ij 


<S.M.GH0SE.> 

MBS!©ER HONY. SECRETARY 
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Zahir; ^jast :jri-i-&aaaa-r Ya lara^-i,- C ^-^ontompar r ry 

unranicxe d 1 1857 iic^pp eniriti a 2.11 Jrdu cy an Jr a a 


(4 
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riasan Mioarai: Begmat Ke ansa CJrlu). 

" jarigreanri i^e v^i^o© 

u-nadar ke x»arman 

banadiu^ lah i^e LLUv^aJame ^ Jrau) • 
i^etc'.ire ki diary 
Aj^alit ke ivodnanicic^ie 
Lriiadar *^1 Baeuh-o--ixic-xta 
jjG-Uii ki J'^nk'^rii 
dclni Ki akhari on aru a 
dekLii ki oc*zia ** 
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..eiiia. 1857 xne ^re-t _i.eaAliion. 
nawaia ^jn. j.ae ot^ier side 01 ine ...eial U^eTei ences 

to tne j: oLuoi. revolt, to cj aliifljivi.rt la Bat^h, 
and to certcain jr unjaD incioents ol lb67 
incla-^inr dooper^s "Bl^cxi. luole'* at acnalxa in 
/I* 1 X j. t o r di ^ t j. d c t • 

oir 00 iglc s koroytn: i:.dtoBiOfercipiiy i.r'orsytn ^vc^o concexxiea -.ita 

1887 and i,. o oo^ai ^sioner 01 ^ritdla dt tiit_ 
time ol x*. in.a nevolt)-* 
i^incaio: naXvoorni bai aru otxiei esOxyb. 

i-Ur^-■ u at bleak, i operas jr-Soente^ to noj.ce 01 L/omii jri in 

1S52 Cver^ scarce)- 

Diaiddharl (.mit^a) Itilias - 1 art 1 ( duriii^ai-ni) . 

i.ranti ^ an ootg iru t^foinder Ox kamctiaii or i^jko. oect) . (.Gjrniuknd 
±JO Cninii ) , 

oar a 1 snail onmiee d (.’Vanabi** C li ^> 11 ; . 

Jamalua-oin Afghan; Jrau translation ol selected ^vritin^s 01 

the 1 an-1 slamst ".rit<^i . 

Ajit oi®gn: Auto biographical lriy:aent ^.a^out hoO type written 

oheets) 


Correspondence reg^ardinj repatriation, and certain otner 
papers of tor about) 5. Ajit 3ingn C’lype written mateiial;. 
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-jrlfcictj-on Ixoiii xie co He c o , itLi-ilo * s records 

ci ij ^ IX "Lj ^ 1 o ^ C ^ " d ^ A .kX. I~A C vX ^ ^ 21 vJ ca J.X o k-k, X* d ^ ^ X^ X* ^X --i. -i. ■*. J. X J 


J_C.C7 der d rl ci u ^on s exc* 

-4c::. Gaveesliar: xstBUJoe^. 

■4o. o.j.lr .o. xiiotory oi uura»Grji .jLiatLid j-^n’ . 

44:. *• Truth A.DO at IHbna. 

4£j, “ h'Crugtle xor iiTeedom oi xtel3t,ioaj ^^or^^aix^. xn 

t3.1 Xj O • 

46, Lrura*%arx Uetzette: oi eexal i^u^iti^r devoto> to d-. nj^n tna un. 

^ijrvaii ^oveeit=nL s '-rar xakul) , 

47. Comm onx oiTi m India (.Typewritten copy oT on oTlicial 

secret reporti) . 


4&. Terrorist uutratZes; I9<^(o-o4. 

49. xiiridustan iiacs (.Tub.): India unr ecoxici led. (.1942). 

£0. Vlplay - “Bas^hi humber*' - (. Jruu) 

(. luckno w) - 

61. **Bihar** (.Tatnaj. Chindl) . 

62. riaalcal a.! umani st - (.7»ith ia.h, xtoy*s j,«lemories) 21 issues. 
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Lanore. 

an* June 

1927. 
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192&-» 
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C uly- Dec. 

192 b. 

67. 

11 
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«3 an . - «j lin e 

1929 . 


68. Inaian oeJition Committee xieport C^owlett rte] ort) . 

Tyi ewrit tan coy y of many chapters. 

69. KuHSlo lit break; lype\^ritten copy oi Lj. 1C a Love, 

6C. boita xiGvolt; 1 yp 2 11en cop:, of t .e x. ir r. page^ in ^ . 16 

a DO ve. 

61- 00 lyp ©written coi of 1 ilr.a pa^es in uo. ±3 atjve. 

6^. bhatal oin>, i. 1 yj ewritton coj 1 u ^ oi certitin eoliibits not 

fo Hi 2 111 j rj n1 ej re corn of tuc tri^l, 
aift rihar 1.^1 Giianilai Ihe Graci o^ tiit- liip. (j. escrjct} 

ttiG aitnor IS HI iiipcypL nt I un|aL police 
figure 1^.0 Goiicernea ita llaruirige 

00 Li b ^ r t _L r 1 j_iv^« aZi 0 ■-^ri ot»ie* 

P o l_i. t ^ c 1 11 ^ o ent 3 %-4.2i ''3 Tiiu Ve ji erxi o « 

Ob . -fxl^ am ae . 1 j ^ coIa e<-Aiiij,ii^ c^rtac-ieo Lo n 1861 i c r ^on i 1 j. t a — 

es tj' rtriiri o -*"11 «4 sfee^i. 

65. Statement o:tnderpatf f ic ial Printer* Record (148 pp. ) 
of Lahore conspiracy Case 1930 (Urdu). 

66. Exhibits p/a to p/z in above case. 

67. State of anprover Iladan Gopal 64 & 4 pa^es - Urdd. 

60. Exhibits P/E A to p/s 4. 

69. " P/CA to P/CZ. 

70. Documents p/BA to p/BZ. 

71. Maulana Habibur Rahmans Seried of T©n Articles in ”Arjari" 
of Delhi — (Being conled in hand by Shri Mohan Lai Puri^ 

72. Exhibits p/B C to f/BY. 

73. Dewan Singh Maftoon: Printed Lpst of his prosecutions, trials 
etc. (Shri Maftoon IS Editor of the Urdu V/eekly, *Riyasat» 
Delhi^ 

74. Cuttings from ”Maratha’' & Hindi Kesarl regarding Poona 

^ independence functions, 1947, 8c of Shri Kelkar's articles on 
revolutionary movement 8 on Shri S.R. Rani. 

. A Statement with photograph cleaning unravel the mystry of 
the National flag seem flying at the Government House, 

Quetta in 1942. ^ 
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Llot or "II" Flies. 

1, 1857 j.\evolt ana ear lie i events. i^alee]. jln^n /agitation, 

2, Wahabis 

3, J^amdnaries U. Jkasy 

4, Early Gjri£,res3 nistory. Indian Asc^ciaticn etc. 

5, 1907-11. * 5%ade..ni-com-Zeminlara agitation in tn^ lanjac. 

"Ihe Funjabee* trial, or feat ion o^ la.xat Aal am n^it oingh. 
'^riarat nata^ . dardayal in ^.ahore. 

6, Eirst Revolutionary 'f’^ave. Inrj 11^,0 3ont 3ase. j-avsirence 
Gardens 

7« VtOtIo 'Aar 1 zrovenents: Gnadar i arty rirst lanore Comjiracy 
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S. no^l-'^t tot am ilartic _ vallian.isla ln>^^iir> . 

ximrits-^r wongres.^ Cession. 

9. Congress movesert inciaainb ci’/il iibobedoe.cc oampaign 


sm Ci-ara^ i srty 'won-. La^,i ?t -.ai * s Imc^-'■i ient Gongiess x 
194L Co'igress xo^^sment. vlolliAing i.ati^nal Fat tern.) 

1 C • ISLir .jJrxSl^S * 

11. djh m li-ii at tna - Gelhi xlsse'nbl^^ nonb. Gaoniers 
nuiaer. aericS oi oonsj irac^ cases. governor shootin, 


r di 


viceroy’s I rain l:tj.or- 
12 .F eshiwar firini Inc airy 


Garnwalis i^.ho relased. 


13 hhudai IhidFstgar and F akhtoon ino\eiients, 

14. IE A men. E e t a j i * s f li gn t t nro 1^1- E. r,. r .F . 
iS.iiutinies and Court lartial Trial.^ during Vorld war 11 • 
16*Ctray or mscellaneoas terrorisii; ^xlaJan mngra Curzon 

Wnile. Jdnani Cingli Co’Dwyer; 

15. Arya Cana^ other Cection .Ictivity with Patriotic or 
Reformist bias. 


1&. ri^li kovement, 


Gurum hagu, Jaito Morcna 
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19* Ahrar Lovement. 

20, iwirtl Movenieiit. rieerai case, otner co^zianist r:iovei-£nt£ and 
event s. 

21* nisan <L labour rnoveaiento. 
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